[image: image1.jpg]
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Social and Cultural Affairs
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Raporteur: Honorable Ahmed Mahloof (Maldives)
1. The Standing Committee on Social and Cultural Affairs met in the morning of 10 July 2012. Delegations from Afghanistan, Cambodia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Lebanon, Maldives, Palestine, Sri Lanka, Syrian arab Republic and Thailand participated in the meeting. The list of participants is annexed to this report.

2. The meeting adopted its agenda and elected its bureau. Honorable, Hassan Aboutorabi Fard, the First Vice-Speaker of the Islamic Parliament of Iran was elected as the Chairperson. Honorable, Dr. Phairoj Tanbanjong , Member of the Royal Thai parliament was elected as the Vice-Chairperson, and Honorable Ahmed Mahloof, Member of Parliament of the Republic of Maldives  was elected as the Raporteur.

3. The Chairperson made a statement and called for greter effort on the part of Asian parliaments to achieve its goals. His statement is annexed to this report.

4. He underlined the need for the people to withstand the unilateralism and bullying of US and called for the self-determination of people in the region: Iraq, Syria, Bahrain, Egypt and afghanistan and Iran on the basis of their own democratic aspirations. He pointed out that the time for suppression of  peopleand despotism of America has long passed. Iran, the Chair said, will not allow the United States to deprive Iranian people of their rights under the NPT to avail themselves of the peaceful use of nuclear technology. He called on Asian parliaments to joint their effort to materialize the great potential of Asia in achieving the rule of law, democratic values and withstanding the pressure from the west.

5. The Secretary-General welcomed the delegates to the meeting, exppressed gratitude to the Parliament of Iran for providing financial assistance to the Secretariat and reported on the work of the Standing Committee. He provided background information on Drug trafficking in Asia, Protection and promotion of the Rights of Migrant Workers in Asia, and Coordinating Meeting of APA Women Parliamentarians. The Secretary-General also suggested some strategies for making advances, within the APA, on each of the subjects. He pointed out that the Secretariat is prepared to work with the delegations to work out draft resolutions on these issues for consideration at the Executive Council. Secretary-General’s statement is annexed to this report.

6. The Chairperson invited delegates to general debate. Delegate from Iran made a statement on Iran’s efforts to combat trafficking of narcotic drugs. 

7. Delegate for Lebanon expressed concern at the situation in Bahrain and noted the absense of the delegate from Bahrain who has always been an active participants in these meetings. He called for the effort of APA to work out common law in Asia to combat illicit drug trafficking.

8. Delegate from Afghanistan made a statement. He regretted the fact that narcotic drugs are cultivated in Afghanistan and expressed support for anti-trafficking efforts of countries neighboring Afghanistan. Under such circumstances, Afghan cultivators will have to engage in alternative crops for their sustenance. He also made some observations on the rights of Afghan immigrant workers in Iran and Pakistan. He made some comments on the need to avoid injustice against Afghan workers in Iran and Pakistan.

9. The Chairperson stressed the obligation of each government to prevent cultivation of illicit drugs within its borders. The production of drugs have been several fold during the past few years after the occupation of the country by United States. He also made some comments on legal norms governing immigrant workers and stressed on the need of close coordination and joint commitment of the sending and receiving states.

10. The delegate from Palestine made a statement. He reviewed Iranian support, since the Islamic Revolution, of the Palestinian cause. He also referred to the double standard the US is applying to non-proliferation principles vis a vis Iran while the US is closing eye on Israeli nuclear weapons. He referred to the rights of the Palestinian workers abroad and differentiated between economic reasons and political reasons for which workers leave their countries and immigrate to another. He stressed the need to see all aspect of this issue and try to work out a comprehensive approach to this issue.
11. Delegate from Iraq made a statement. He referred to the West’s double standard applied to popular uprising in the region and criticized them for the approach the west has pursued in Bahrain. He underlined the role of Asian parliaments to strengthen anti- drug trafficking strategies of Asian states. He also supported greater effort on the part of the APA to promote women’s rights.

12. Delegate from Syria made a statement. He reviewed the domestic situation in Syria and attributed the crisis to interference by some foreign countries. He expressed confidence that Syrian people will overcome this crisis. He also supported further work on the other two subjects on the agenda.
13. The meeting adjourned for coffee break at 11:10.
14. The meeting reconvened at 11:45.

15. Delegate from Thailand made a statement. He referred to 7 strategies regarding legal migrant workers that Thai government follows. He supported promoting the rights of migrant workers, and emphasized the critical role of Asian Parliaments in this regard. He stressed the need for the sending states to educate potential migrant workers of their rights and obligations. 

16. Delegate from Seri Lanka made a statement. He shared the views expressed by the Chairperson regarding the double standard applied by super powers against Asian states, particularly on issues of human rights. He called on APA to work out a common legislation, under the chairmanship of Honorable Aboutorabi, on combating illicit drug trafficking.

17. Delegate from Maldives made a statement. He provided some information on political and parliamentary developments in Maldives. He expressed happiness about the resignation of pro-West President of the Maldives on 7 July 2012. He regarded the subject of protecting the rights of migrant workers as serious in Maldives. He called for support of Asian governments and parliaments of the new political developments in Maldives and the efforts of nationals of Maldives to withstand western pressure to maintain the status quo there.

18. Delegate from Thailand made a statement about drug issue. He reviewed Thai coordination with its neighboring countries to combat drug trafficking. He also provided information on Thai legislative measures to curb domestic demand for illicit drug and prevent illicit drug trafficking. He recognized the need for international and regional cooperation to strengthen anti drug strategies. He emphasized the role of the APA to promote such efforts.

19. Delegate from Iran made a statement about the progress women have made in Iran since the victory of the Islamic Revolution. She said that election for parliament in Iran is gender-free and only based on merit of candidate. She also reviewed the experience within Iran to promote the status of Iranian women. She proposed establishment of a women coordination committee within the APA.

20. Delegate from Cambodia made a statement. He emphasized the importance of addressing the challenge of promoting the rights of migrant workers. He saw APA well-positioned to address this issue and contribute to protecting the rights of migrant workers from a legislative point of view. The legislative gaps need to be bridged between receiving and sending states, he said.

21. Delegate from Afghanistan made a statement on drug issues. He said he would make 3 suggestions: recognize that Afghanistan government has made great effort to curb cultivation and trafficking of drug, alternative crops, and Afghan migrants in Iran and Pakistan put themselves in danger. We ask our brother country Iran to make life easier for our Afghan migrant workers in Iran. 
22. Delegate from Lebanon made a statement on information technology, and evaluated both the positive and negative aspect of IT and that how IT is used to further the interest and priorities of major powers. He also presented a political analysis of western attempt to exploit the issue of women rights. He stressed the need to focus on the indigenous value of each country on the issue of women rights.

23. Delegate from Iraq made a statement. She praised the new Iraqi Constitution of 2002 that stipulated that 25 percent of Iraqi parliamentarians are to be woman. Out of 325 members of Parliaments now, 82 are women. She reviewed the progress women in Iraq have recently made to empower woman.

24. Delegate from Palestine made a statement on forced migration of workers particularly woman migrant workers. APA should take this also into consideration. He praised Palestinian woman who undergo double burden under Israeli occupation. I suggest that we take note of this fact in today’s resolution.
25. Delegate from Iraq made a statement.

26. Delegate from Iran made a statement and responded to the delegate from Afghanistan. He said the respected delegate of Afghanistan may be under informed on this issue. He presented an analysis of the way in which Afghan migrant workers, both legal and illegal, are treated in Iran. He promised to follow up any particular case the delegate of Afghanistan may bring to his attention in which the rights of Afghans in Iran is violated.

27. The Chairperson made a summary of the three issues he called politically benign and suggested having another meeting in which members of executive branch responsible on these issues and parliamentary leaders would participate and adopt strategies to be presented to the world. He also made some observations on the political exploitation of woman issues by western countries.

28. The Chairperson announced that afternoon meeting will began at 4:00 pm, so as delegates would have sufficient time to consult among them and present their views on the two draft resolutions under consideration.
29. The meeting was adjourned at 1:10 pm.
30. The meeting was called to order by Vice-Chairperson, Honorable Dr. Phairoj Tanbanjong at 4:40 pm.

31. He made an introductory statement and briefed the meeting on the work of the Standing Committee in the afternoon.

32. Assisstant Secretary-General Ali Khoshroo introduced draft resolution on Combating Drug Trafficking. He thanked delegates of Afghanistan and Palestine for making additions to the draft resolution. The meeting decided to adopt draft resolution to be forwarded to the Executive Council as follows:
Draft Resolution on 

Combating Illicit Drug Trafficking 








S C/Social &Cultural/ Res/2012/01  

10 July 2012
We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Recalling the report of the Standing Committee meeting on Social and Cultural Affairs held in Tehran, Islamic Republic of  Iran, on 13-14 September 2011,  

Mindful of the fact that drug trafficking and its negative impact on economic development and social health constitutes a prime concern in Asia and deserves a comprehensive consideration by the APA, 

Emphasizing that the danger of illicit drug trafficking is so pervasive that may undermine international peace and security. 

Expressing the need to explore ways and means to intensify regional coordination among the legislators to combat drug trafficking,
Recognizing the interconnected challenges facing the region, including continued the illegal cultivation, production and trafficking of narcotic drugs, that pose a serious threat to the stability of Afghanistan, its neighbors and other countries, 

While welcoming the efforts of the Afghan Government to decrease cultivation of opium, express concern about the continued illegal cultivation and production of narcotics drugs and its negative impact on the region and abroad, 
 Supporting the regional and international efforts to improve law enforcement and combat the production and trafficking of narcotic drugs and curtailing drug related financial activities,
Attaching great importance to the efforts made by international and regional organizations including the United Nations (UN), and the Asian Parliamentary Assembly (APA) to combat the threats of international terrorism, illicit drug trafficking, transnational organized crime and legalization of income derived from criminal activity, 
1. Call upon Asian Parliaments to coordinate among member parliaments to review the relevant legislations to address different aspects of combating drug trafficking, 
2. Encourage all States concerned to implement, in the framework of the United Nations activities, and other international and regional organizations, to combat narcotics in the region, and provide assistance to the countries that are pioneer in combating drug trafficking,

3. Stress the need to exchange information and best practices within APA Member Parliaments on combating drug trafficking,
4. Reiterate the need to coordinate and improve the law enforcement activities to combat the production and trafficking of narcotic drugs and curtailing the flow of illicit drug more effectively
5. Condemn the Israeli policy of encouraging drug abuse in occupied Palestinian territories with a view to offsetting resistance,

6. Underline the importance of effectively use the international financial assistance for the creation of alternative economic opportunities in order to ensure a sustainable anti-drug policy,
7.  Encourage all APA member Parliaments to specifically consider possible alternative ways to earn for living for Afghan farmers to substitute the cultivation of drug corps,
8. Call upon Asian Parliaments to enable the member of civil society as an effective partner of parliaments as well as to enhance the role of mass media in combating drug trafficking in Asia, 
9. Encourage all APA member Parliaments to coordinate with international and regional organizations including the United Nations (UN), to combat the threats of international terrorism, illicit drug trafficking, transnational organized crime and legalization of income derived from criminal activity,
10. Express the need to facilitate and promote the efforts of all states and organizations concerned aimed at creating the "anti-drug and financial security belts" in the region,
11.  Call upon Asian Parliaments  to promote efficient involvement of regional players such as Afghanistan and neighboring countries,

12.  Believe that a regular dialogue on joint action against abovementioned threats within APA could become an effective supplement for addressing the challenges of international illicit drug trafficking and transnational organized crime in the region.

13. Express our commitment to enhance cooperation with all relevant States and international and regional organizations, on matters of common interest in the spirit of this Resolution on rendering assistance to combat illicit drug trafficking.
14. Request the Secretary General to prepare a report on the contribution of Asian Parliaments on combating illicit drug trafficking including a review of relevant legislations in Member Parliaments in this regard.

33.Assistant Secretary-General introduced the draft resolution on Coordinating Meeting of APA Women Parliamentarians. He thanked the delegate of Palestine for his contribution. The meeting then adopted the draft resolution to be forwarded to the Executive Council as follows:

Draft Resolution 

On The Establishment of the Coordinating Meeting 
of APA Women Parliamentarians 

Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran, 

10 July, 2012
S C/Social &Cultural/ Res/2012/02

10 July 2012
We, members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly, 

Recalling the APA Plenary Resolution (APA/Res/2010/06, 30 November, 2010) on the establishment of the Coordinating Meeting of APA Women Parliamentarians; 

 Mindful of the fact that despite all efforts made for promotion of women’s rights, injustice  still persists between women and men both in the extent of power at decision-making and in mechanisms to promote the advancement of women;

Aware of the importance of promoting the enhanced participation of women in political, cultural and economic affairs;

Reaffirming that to exclude women from positions of power and from elected bodies weakens the development of democratic principles in public life and reduces the economic development.

Recognizing that main obstacles women face in entering Parliaments in Asia include 

Political,   Socio-Economic, and Cultural and Psychological ones,

Mindful of the importance to put on the agenda of APA meetings those matters of specific concern to women; 

Stressing our resolve to participate and contribute actively in the deliberation of issues relating to women empowerment and women participation in APA meetings; 

Underlining the need to facilitate networking between women parliamentarians of Asia; 

1. Welcome the Report of APA Executive Council Meeting held in Jakarta 12-13 October 2010 contained in document EC.1/Rep/2010/01 which stated the proposal of the Indonesian delegation to establish the Coordinating Meeting of APA Women Parliamentarians; 

2. Support the decision to establish the Coordinating Meeting of APA Women Parliamentarians to meet annually at the time of APA Plenary Session in order to enhance the participation and representation of women within APA to concentrate on the matters of specific concern to women; 

3. Encourage Member Parliaments to adopting legislative regulations to facilitate women’s representations in Asian Parliaments;

4. Affirm the need of APA Member Parliaments to provide inputs on ways to promote the implementation of the enhanced participation of women in politics; 

5. Decide to take appropriate measures to facilitate networking between women parliamentarians of Asia in order to enable them to communicate their interests with their counterparts and different organizations;

6. Express concern at the situation of Palestinian woman under Israeli occupation for suppression and injustice,

7. Request the Secretary-General to make appropriate arrangements to hold the first Coordinating Meeting of Women APA in 2012, seek the views of Member parliaments on this resolution and submit a report thereon to the meeting.

1. Assistant Secretary-General Khoshroo then introduced the draft resolution on the Rights of the Migrant Workers, worked out at Solo, Indonesia. He pointed out that this draft resolution has been considered in an APA meeting hosted by Indonesian Parliament at Solo, Indonesia. He added, the Secretariat is prepared to receive amendments in writing to this draft resolution. The draft will be further considered at the Executive Council and finally adopted at the Plenary meeting later in the year.
2. The Palestinian and the Lebanese delegates called for addition of one paragraph about the situation of Palestinians who have been forced out of their lands to other countries. He also emphasized the legal foundations of the right of Palestinians to return to their home country.

3. The Delegate of Iraq pointed out the need to differentiate between the rights of refugees and the rights of migrant workers. 

4. Assistant Secretary-General Khoshroo expounded on the specific resolution APA has on the situation of Palestine where all issues raised by the delegates of Palestine and Lebanon have suggested. He called on the delegates to confine their amendments to migrant workers. The Chair asked the delegate of Palestine to submit its amendment in writing.
5. Assistant Secretary-General Amir Zamaninia explained the need for a volunteer country to host the initiating and the first meeting of Asian Parliamentarians against Corruption (APAC) in 2013.

6. Delegate from Iraq presented candidacy of Iraq to host the meeting in Baghdad, subject to subsequent approval of the parliament of Iraq.

7. The closing meeting was held at 6:00 pm. Delegates from Iraq , Syria and Afghanistan thanked Chairperson Aboutorabi and the Parliament of Iran for their hospitality and steering the deliberation of the meeting.
The meeting was concluded at 6:15 pm.      
	No.
	Parliament 
	Name of Delegate

	1
	Afghanistan 
	Senator Mr. Abdul Satar Afat

	
	
	Senator Mr. Mir A. Hussain Sadiqi Parwani

	2
	Cambodia 
	Honorable Mr. Try Chheanghuot

	
	
	Honorable Mr. Hok Bunly

	3
	Iran


	Honorable Mr. Mohammad Hassan Abotorabi Fard

	
	
	Honorable Mr. Hossein Amiri

	
	
	Honorable Mr. Mahdi Sanaie

	
	
	Honorable Mrs. Fatemeh  Alia

	
	
	Mr. Morteza Razaviani

	
	
	Mr. Amir Abbas Ghassempour

	4
	Iraq
	Honorable Mr. Humam Hamoudi

	
	
	Honorable Mrs. Adileh Hamoud

	
	
	Honorable Mr. H. Khazir Shuaidi

	
	
	Mr. Abbas Radhi

	
	
	Mr. Mustafa  Mohammed Radhi

	5
	Lebanon
	Honorable Mr. Hassan Fadlallah

	
	
	Honorable Mr. Antoine Saad

	6
	Maldives
	Honorable Mr. Ahmed Mahloof

	
	
	Honorable Mr. Ahmed Amir

	7
	Palestine 


	Honorable Mr. Constantine Karmash

	
	
	Honorable Mr. Zuhair Sanduqa

	
	
	H.E. Mr. Salah Al-Zawawi  ( Ambassador in Tehran)

	8 
	Sri Lanka 
	Honorable Mr. Muhammed Hizbullah Mahmood Lebbe Alim

	9
	Syria 
	Honorable Mr. Abdulmata Mashlab

	
	
	Honorable Mr. Abdul Razaq Al Qutaini

	10
	Thailand 
	Honorable Mr. Phairoj Tanbanjong

	
	
	Senator Mr. Waranit Baru

	
	
	Mr. Russdy Khantanit

	11
	DPR Korea
	Mr. Jang Chun Sik ( Counselor of Embassy in Tehran) 

	12
	APA Secretariat 
	Mr. M.H. Nejad Hosseinian – Secretary- General 

	
	
	Mr. G.A. Khoshroo – Assistant Secretary-General  

	
	
	Mr. A.H. Zamaninia - Assistant Secretary-General  

	
	
	Mr. B. Moshirvaziri - Assistant Secretary-General  

	
	
	Mr. A.A. Farazi - Assistant Secretary-General  

	
	
	Mr. S. Sohrabinia - IT Officer 

	
	
	Mr. S. Abdolahi – Administration Officer
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